






 

Omar Grant, a self portrait 
“I was born on May 17, 2000 in Atlanta, Georgia where I 
live with my little sister and both my mother and father. 
 I'm a good big brother.  My mom's mom lives with us as 
well.  I also have three dogs and have had five total.  One 
of them (King) is 13 years old which is 91 in dog years so 
he might be on his "last legs". 
I have many favorite things.  My favorite food, subject, 
color, and shoes are tacos, Science, blue, and Adidas.  My 
favorite animal and video game series are the Peregrine 
Falcon and Pokémon.  I have done a martial art called 
Tang Soo Do for some years now and just started 
wrestling this year.  I also like to rap as well as dance.  I 
listen to a lot of Eminem, Fort Minor, B.o.B, and other 
artists similar to them. 
At Winchester High I plan to do Wrestling and possibly 
Ultimate Frisbee.  If possible, I want to continue Tang 
Soo Do.  I am a straight-A student and I plan to keep it 
that way.  I also want to be a paleontologist and/or an 
architect when I grow up.  Someday I want to travel to 
Japan just to see what it's like and experience the 
culture.” 

The Freshmen: Omar Grant and Ricardo Gayle 
Written the month before they came 

Ricardo Gayle, a self portrait  
“My favorite subjects are math, science, and sometimes 
social studies. Outside of school, I enjoy playing video 
games, researching historical questions, hanging out with 
friends, and keeping up-to-date with technology. In my 
free time, I enjoy writing songs and singing. What I would 
really like to do is learn to play piano, guitar, and drums, 
as well.  
In June of last year I was very busy preparing for finals 
and dealing with senior responsibilities at school, 
including making speeches and representing my school 
at various functions since I was the President of my 
school chapter of the National Junior Honor Society. Last 
summer, I was in a pre-law club where two of my friends 
and I read and researched about events that have to do 
with the judicial branch and talked about how we felt 
about each case. 
Although I was born in New Jersey, my family is from 
Jamaica so that is where my roots are. At home, I play 
with my little sister who is four, though I need to buckle 
down with her on academics more. And that concludes a 
short biography of me.” 

These two now wrestle (Omar), do Indoor track (Ricardo), 
and are grateful to be taking lessons in drum and piano at the 
Winchester Community Music School. 



 

 

"Education. Scholarship. Striving for excellence." A quote from Jamoul Celey, these are the first goals that he and 
his wife, Alisa Celey, have set for each and every scholar that lives in the ABC house where they have been servin
as Resident Directors (RD) since 2010. Finding out about the program from Jamoul's co-worker at Inroads, also the
previous RD, Jamoul and Alisa were both excited to become the RDs here.  

Jamoul's job includes him helping college students to get internships with major corporations and essentially 
help them to receive experience in the work field before finishing school. Alisa is a kindergarten teacher at a 
school in Boston. Obviously, helping young people is a passion for these two and after hearing that there was an 
open spot at the house, they were ready for the job. Although living here with eight other males could not be 
considered a job but rather would have to become a part of their life, they were still ready, and surprisingly they 
have described their overall experience as "fun, enjoyable, fulfilling, and very...enlightening."  

When they started, they had Jaali, who was one. Zara came their second year in the house; "It's been an 
interesting journey raising our family within this household and spending time with the scholars," says Alisa. 
Jamoul says he loves is watching scholars "come in as freshman and see them go through all their changes."  

When asked what impact Jamoul had on the alumni from 2011 and onward, Alisa stepped in stating that "the 
alumni seem to appreciate Jamoul's effort and [...] approach in hindsight [...] Their relationship with him as 
grown" especially from each of their senior years. Jamoul, on the other hand, thought more specifically and 
began to discuss taking the scholars to a Trayvon Martin protest. Comparing the Trayvon Martin case as this 
generation's Emmett Till, Jamoul says it gave the scholars a glimpse of being "socially conscious" and may have 
been their "first introduction as to what it meant to be a young male of color."  

After realizing how strongly Jamoul felt about what being a male of color meant, I asked him where that 
strength came from and his answer was his late father. At a young age he read a quote from his father in a 
newspaper which Jamoul describes as being his "first introduction to activism." From his father, Jamoul has 
learned that as a black male he has a responsibility to support the culture and that is part of the reason " [he] does 
what [he does] now."  

They are the reason that a family-type feeling is present at the house, especially during these teenage years. 
Alisa says believes their presence here is important because we are "learning who [we] are [...] developing [...] 
in a place [we] can't relate" and I can honestly say that this is true. Not only do they love the house, but also the 
community. I look forward to my four years here with them helping to guide me. 

The Celeys, Resident Directors 
By Ricardo Gayle, class of 2018



 

Chandra, our Chef
By Ricardo Gayle, class of 2018 

 

While there are many people in the ABC family, one person that the house could not function without is Chandra 
Davis.  

Chandra was born right here in Massachusetts as a “spring baby,” in May. After graduating from Tuskegee 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Biology, she joined the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated. Finally, 
Chandra went to culinary school close by in Boston at Le Cordon Bleu. 

Truly a “master chef,” as LaVon described her, Chandra hates to be called a “cook” and compares the term to 
“nails on a chalkboard” because she is obviously more than any ordinary cook. She says, “I don’t have a favorite 
meal to prepare, but I like challenges. I’ll try to prepare any and everything at least once.” Of course, such a strong 
motivation and passion started from her childhood; both of her grandmothers and her mom always cooked 
everything from scratch. Also, they were not reticent about answering Chandra’s many questions about what 
happened in the kitchen. As a matter of fact, she says the part of her childhood that sticks out the most is that 
instead of watching the “seasonal holiday shows, (she) would be in the kitchen bugging (her) mother about why 
she used certain seasonings.” Obviously, this curiosity lead to her passion which led to her being the great chef she 
is today. When describing how she cooks, she says that she likes to put her “stamp on things” because when she 
cooks, she cooks with “passion”, and being as talented and experienced as she is, she can “feel” what ingredients 
go together. 

To be honest, I have only been here for three months and I can already see that Chandra is comfortable and is a 
huge part of this family. Describing the ABC scholars as her “little brothers” I have seen her yell, joke, laugh, and 
play around with us everyday. “You’re going to get diabetes if you keep putting sugar in your frosted flakes” is 
just one of the many good-hearted and funny phrases that I can recall. Of course, being in a house with so many of 
us, Chandra has to mark her territory; “no rough housing here! This is my kitchen!” Of course, we joke back just 
like the little brothers she sees us as should.  

Finally, on a personal note, I will add that she has gladly accepted the challenge of moving me out of my ‘food 
box’ to eat more than just Jamaican food. If anyone can do that, Chandra can. In sum, she is a vital part of the 
ABC family and we are truly lucky to have someone as funny, special, and talented as she is. 



 

Changing of the Guard 

  

As sad as we are to say goodbye to our Resident Academic Coordinator Penny Markuske, we are every bit as 
happy to welcome ABC Board Member DaLonn Pearson to the job. Penny leaves us December 19th to pursue her 
career as a physical trainer; DaLonn takes over as Resident Academic Coordinator on January 5th when the boys 
get back from break.  

DaLonn graduated from our program in 2009, during which time he served as the House President for two years. 
Since 2011, he has been the Youth & Family Director at the North Suburban YMCA in Woburn but now, living at 
the House with the eight of us, he looks forward as he puts it “to mentoring, monitoring and helping develop the 
skills of all the scholars while helping to create both a positive and valuable change.” 

One thing he can certainly model for us is persistence. A son of New Haven Connecticut, he began his freshman 
year at St. John’s University but when scholarship assistance dried up there in the wake of the Crash, he moved 
back home and switched to Connecticut State College. Then, three and a half years ago, he was inspired to return 
to where so many of his ties were, moving into the home of his former host parents Cindy and JD Hale. He landed 
this job at the Y, continued his college work at Middlesex and is presently on the brink of graduating from 
Springfield College with the Bachelor’s in Early Childhood Education - and by all account is being encouraged 
by Springfield to roll right on the Master’s. We can say that ever since coming back, he has been a frequent dinner 
guest at the House. He is at the Y all the time, naturally, and we are too. He has also been assisting Dr. Stu Koman 
in the confidential ‘rap sessions’ Stu holds the eight of us every other Wednesday. 

Up until now we saw him when he rang the bell. but starting January 4th, he’ll be walking in on his own and be 
among us every day. We look forward to having this ‘older brother’ right here under our roof. As Jamoul said last 
week, “The hiring of DaLonn Pearson as the new Resident Academic Coordinator is a great and personal triumph 
for us as RD’s specifically and the Winchester ABC House in general. After losing a mutual acquaintance to 
senseless act of violence in the his hometown, he decided to make Winchester his permanent home and we were 
reminded that Winchester ABC is the right place for us to help in this powerful work. This was the beginning of 
what we categorize as a charitable relationship. By charitable we mean: just as the trees give us oxygen and we 
give them back carbon dioxide, Winchester ABC gave DaLonn his scholarship and now he will be bringing us 
back his valuable experience. More importantly his experience includes a missing piece to the present Winchester 
ABC Scholar experience, fraternity. We know DaLonn will provide this much needed fraternal inclination to our 
Scholars that will prove to be the most substantial value add to the Winchester ABC House Culture from now 
through the future of this program.”



 

Winchester ABC 
A Better Chance 
P.O. Box 94  
Winchester  MA 01890 

   

The Winchester Chapter of 
A Better Chance, part of 
the community since 1972, 
is grateful all who give so 
generously each year to 
keep our program going. 

While it’s true that the ABC Bottle Drives are behind us for good, stay tuned for other 
community events we’ll be putting on to do good, serve the community, and help bring us 
all together as a town. 

May you all spend the year 2015 playing and working as hard as we do. Also, may you-- 
like Omar here--always have someone to hug nice and close!
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Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and visit www.winchesterabc.org often!


